Community Sustainment:
Nagarathar Marriages and Women Inheritance

vancement of Nagarathars)



f\GC{‘Oﬂ Nagarathars abroad come to India to hold their children’s weddings and are “littering”
our community with long-gone and useless practices to showcase their wealth.
- A highly-educated Chennaite Nagarathar Woman



A CRISIS Exists: A Sustainment Guide from the US

,!:”
v

ontinuity of meaningful traditions: Ensures confidence in sustainment
* Avoidance of rebellious behaviors

espond to changing environment
« Community can only be sustained by being progressive and not st|ck|ng 0 anac

ntegration and cooperation among Nagarathars worldwide
* Cannot do in the USA alone — but we can start the “zero” dowry r

implicity is the “signature” of Nagarathars
* Do not be pressured by pomp and extravagance



Laws are there for a Reason

. The Dowry Prohibition Act of India (1961) makes it illegal to give, take or facilitate pre-ne

dowry. , |
2. Criminal Statutes: “ .
i. Indian Penal Code (Sections 302, 304B, 406, 498A), specify prison terms for doy

ii. Criminal Procedure Code (1973), specifies involvement of police
iii. Evidence Act (Sections 113A/B) convicting those who escaped | //
Dowry Prohibition (Amendment) Act (1984) — made even the “act” f ¢

Dowry Prohibition Rules, 1985 (Maintenance of Lists of Present otl  Bri
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Dowry Prohibition (Amendment) Act (1986) — Enforcing a fiv
Protection of Women from Domestic Violence (2005) - enc -/////

emotional, economic and sexual abuse resulting from th,
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What is the Current Situation?
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Why do we still follow a system that, at the end of the day, makes everyone feel victimized

pressure?

A practice that was originally designed to protect women, has now become a grievance.
has survived all these centuries, is because it is still practiced, and worse — celebratec

Over 90% of Nagarathar marriages have a “net dowry” — meaning the

ide’s pare
greater than the groom’s parents at the time of marriage. / -
.

Nearly 100% of Nagarathar ancestral property (and most often, acq /
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onto sons and not daughters - with daughters emotionally forced to sigi
Nagarathar business shares, and more specifically operatlona
onto sons and not daughters. If there are no sons, Nagarat ,////

wealth (to “preserve the family name”)!

Gender Gap Index is still high in India (112/153); USA not far k
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What Can WE Do?

(seethanam) and inheritance, in connection with a marriage. (DON’T DEMAND)
We will not participate in the ostentatious display of material wealth as part of a wedding
DISPLAY)

We will refrain from sharing any information on reciprocal and voluntary wedding gifts wi
nuclear family. (DON’T ASK / DON’T TELL)

We will not blindly follow tradition when it is no longer relevant.
Always ask yourself if what you are expected to do is ethically and legally
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Question your elders, speak out; maybe they just never thought about it !
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“Just remember: the society is a living organism composed of peo a-/ e
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Brothers, Husbands and Fathers: Make sure your daughte
inherited wealth.” — Judge Leila Seth '



Have a positive impact on the world through betterment of D o n 't

Nagarathar community.
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« Help Nagarathar youth enhance their self-confidence through
education and economic independence.

. Promote awareness and elimination of outdated and unhealthy
Nagarathar customs and practices.

. Foster growth of Nagarathar organizations and charities that
promote FANS' objectives.




