We are pleased to provide the Health and Humanitarian committee’s progress in the last quarter. We have been receiving assistance for medical ailments such as cardiac bypass surgeries, cancer treatments, accidental injuries, birth related surgeries, etc and humanitarian assistance for loss due to natural calamities and for old age people either living on their own or in old homes. We are happy to announce that we are getting reasonable amount of donations so far and able to manage well at this point. Our sincere thanks and appreciation to all the donors who have come forward to help this cause.

We have completed one of the 2 eye camps we have planned in our term on Jan.23 rd 2009 which was a grand success. It was conducted in Sembanur which covered almost seven neighboring towns including Sembanur, Kallal, Paganeri, Pattamangalam, Sokkanathapuram, Kandramanickam and Madhagupatti. There were close to 350 people for the eye check up which is a very good turn out. The 25 member team including doctors and nurses came from Aravind Eye Hospital, Madurai. Prescription eye glasses were provided to around 110 people. Nearly 50 other people needed eye surgeries who were all transported to Aravind eye hospital, Madurai on the same day. They were transported back after recovery and will have a follow up in 4 weeks. We would like to express our sincere thanks to Mr. Subramanian, Madurai who orchestrated this whole event in a grand manner, provided hospitality to the team of doctors and nurses, and took care of the publicity and transportation. In this regard, we also would like to thank some of the staff members of Vadivambigai Mills who volunteered their time. We also thank Aravind Eye Hospital, Madurai for helping us in conducting the event with their tireless service. This grand event was sponsored entirely by the families of  KM.N.SP.N Chinna Chettiar House, Sembanur. On behalf of the NSNA and Health and Humanitarian Committee we appreciate all of their generosity for bringing light to hundreds of lives.
Entries for Essay contest in India is due Jan.31 st, 2009. We are getting a tremendous volume of entries. Members of the Health and Humanitarian committee will designate the judges, who will be reviewing the essays in the month of Feb, 2009. The names of winners and their essays will be posted in www.achi.org and published in the Nanal. In this regard, we thank Nagarathar Malar, Nagararthar Kural, Achi Vandhachu and Poocharam magazines in India for their continued support.
We sincerely thank Mr. Chockalingam Subbiah, Dr. Lakshmanan Ramaswamy, Mr. Balasubramanian Subbiah, Mr. Manickam Nachiappan, and Mr. Sivanarayanan Ramaswamy for their contribution of $1000. 
Thanks to Eswari Natarajan for their contribution of $1000 towards Nerkuppai Old home.

More pledges are on the way. For those of you who need to refresh on our committee’s plans.

NASH Endowment fund -                                       $5,000

Arokia Endowment  Fund -                                    $3,000

HAP (Health Assistance Plan) –                            One time $250

CASP (Camp Sponsorship Plan) –                        One time $ 1,500.

We are working on a new project which is a Special need project to support a particular old home, village or a temple.  The fund can be either for a one time event or for an on going basis to help that cause. Email (or) call for more details about this project. 
