DETROIT NEWS

By GANESHBABU
THIYAGARAJAN

ABY SHOWERS.:

PRIYA THIYAGARAJAN & VELLACHI

RAMASAMY BABY SHOWER

Baby shower was held at Dr. Subramanian & Ranjani Achi's
house. It was on May 19 2007. The function was well
organized with lot of food and games.Viji Subbu,Viji
Nagappan & Ranjani Subramaniam coordinated the event. As
it was held a week before the retreat, it set the stagallfor
rehearsals.
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ABIRAMASUNDARI SWAMINATHAN BABY
SHOWER:

Baby shower for Abiramasundari Swaminathan was held at
their In-laws Palaniappan and Theivanai's house on Saturday
August 18, 2007 at 6:00 PM. Ater dinner, bingo was
conducted by Somu Palaniappan.
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SIVAKAMI _GANESH BABU & DEVIMEENAL
MURUGAPPAN BABY SHOWER

This year's baby shower host Dr. Subramanian & Ranjani achi
had the second baby shower at their home. It was held on
Oct13th, 2007 with Annam Vivek & Ranjani Subramanian as

coordinators. Four games & a full course dinner offered a
seven hour non stop entertainment to all of us.
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NEW ARRIVALS

' Congratulations to Priya Thiyagarajan & Thiyagarajan
Subramanian on the arrival oftheir first baby boy “Sakti
Subramanian” on June $22007.

2 Congratulations to Vellachi Ramasami & Ramasami
Muthaiyah on the arrival of their frst baby boy “Sachin
Ramasami” on August $32007.

2 Congratulations to  Abirami  Swaminathan &
Swaminathan Palaniappan on the arrival of their first baby
girl “Sridevi Swaminathan” on Septembéq, £007.

NAGARATHAR PICNIC 2007

Willow run Metro Park set the stage for serene & fun filled
atmosphere for a full day. Alagu Meyyappan & Meyyappan
Meyyappan worked hard in creating a webpage for picnic,
with the entire menu & directions available online. They took
it to the next level by giving prizes to the early birds.
Password game being the most attractive among Detroiters,
other games including cricket (as we have few league players)
filled the evening.




FIRST BIRTHDAY PARTY

“Shyam Krishna” the hero of the nite had a wonderful first
birthday with Dad Arumugam & Mom Manikavalli, along

with the blessings of Ayya & Appatha and fellow Detroiters
on Augl12, 2007.
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VAIKASI VISAKAM AT PARASAKTHI

TEMPLE

Vaikasi Visakam was celebrated in Pontiac Parasakthi eempl
in a grand manner. Paalkudam & Kaavadi adored the
celebration on top of Thaer Thiruvizha. Hundreds of people
attended the function which was headed by Dr. Meyyappan
Valliappan & Saradha Meyyappan. Sumptuous lunch was
provided to all devotees.

RUBY'S GRADUATION !ARTY

Congratulations & Best wishes to Ruby Lakshmanan for her
studies at Michigan State University. Her graduation party was
held at their residence on July 14, 2007. Kalai Achi’'s cooking
talents was showcased at the party.

LAKSHMANAN 'S ‘SURPRISE’ 25TH

ANNIVERSARY : Janu & Ruby Lakshmanan did
everything possible to
make it a real surprise and
a well organized function
on July 15, 2007. Kudos
to their efforts. The
function went on well and
had pictures right rom
marriage & had speeches
filled with interesting

anecdotes. Best wishes to Annan & Achi for 25 glorious years.

RETREAT AFTER PARTY AT HERITAGE
PARK A well deserved Detroit Nagarathars had time to

relax and relish all the success their 4 month of rigorous work
paid off at the retreat (truly a tremendous effort). The evening
at heritage park was enjoyed with snacks & games

GOLU Nagu Lakshmanan & daughter Chitra Lakshmanan
used Dad Lakshmanan Sundaram’s carpentry skills to the max
in displaying the finest dolls with a touch of chettiar heritage

on their & year Golu for Navaratri celebration. Chitra’s

singing skills & Nagu Achi’s Nadu Veettu kolam was nice
(even the goody bags had a Nadu Veettu kolam on it).

FLORIDA NEWS

BY ANNAMALAI
LAKSHMNANAN




BIRTHS: MEENA MALLICKA

Annamalai Thanneermalai and Nachu Annamalai of Orlando,
FL were blessed with baby girl, Meena Mallicka on August
22, 2007.

AKSHITA KUMAR _ Sujatha Kumar and Kumar, hosted

the frst birthday of their second daughter, Akshita kumar, on
May 13th at Tampa Palms, Tampa, FL

RAJAN ODAIYAPPA SAMBANDAM

Dr.O.Sambandam and Mrs.Uma Sambandam of Port
Charlotte, Florida are the jubilant grand parents of Rajan
Odaiyappa Sambandam, who was born on S@pﬁ'.l’ztbir son
and Daughter-in-law, Dr. Raam Sambandam and
Mrs.Saraswathi, were blessed with the boy shortly ater their
temporary move to Pittsfield, MA, fom Jacksonville, Florida.

Mrs. Janaki Lakshmanan, Mrs. Uma Sambandam, Dr. Raam
Sambandam, Mrs. Saraswathi (standing left to right ) and Dr.
O.Sambandam with the newborn.

M OVE_Sundar and Meena moved out of Tampa, Florida
recently, we wish them good luck.

MISSOURI & VICINITY
NEWS

BY VENKAT ARUNA

MARRIAGE :

Karthik Nachaippan of St. Louis (S/O Alamelu and R.
Nachiappan of  Sembanur) got married to Lakshmi
Subramanian (D/O Santhanalakshmi and T. Subramnian of
Devakottai) at Devakottai on June™2007. Congratulations
Kathik and Lakshmi — wishing you a very happy married life!!

RELOCATION :

Solaiappan Nachiappan, his wife Kaveri and the kids Rahul
and Puja moved from New Jersey to St. Louis, MO recently.
They can be contacted at 314-395-5955. Welcome to Missouri
region, Solai & family!! Looking forward to meet you all at
2007 Pillaiyar Nonbu in December.

OTHER NEWS:

Vikram Arunachalam (S/O of Alagu and Vairam Arunachalam
of Columbi, MO) tied for 1st place in Class C of the Missouri
Class Chess Championships held July 14-15, 2007. This
earned him a cash prize as well as title-holder recognition by
the MissouriState Chess Association. Congratulations Vikram
— keep up the good work.

NEW ENGLAND NEWS

BY NACHA MANIKANDAN

This year New England Nagarathars had terrific summer
picnic on July 14th 2007. It was held at our usual place Harold
Parker state Forest in North Andover. Everyone gathered
around noontime. It took lot of time to get the coals burning.

Once the colas were in action, we started grilling yummy
corns, vegetable kabobs, Masala vegetable burgers and
mouthwatering colorful chickens. People were indulged in
summer foods. Kids took a short swim in the near by pond
while men were busy at grill. Finally, it was time to burn the
calories that was brought by those grilled foods. So we stared
playing games in full swing. First ladies started with our
traditional game Tug-of War. Boys, Girls and Kids had their
turn too. Next we played coco, which brought back our school
days. While all the ladies and kids were playing Men took a
stroll in the near by trails. Before winding up we had a
surprise farewell party for Velappan & Uma family, veterans
of New England Nagarathar association. They have moved to
North Carolina, We all wished them good luck.



Atfter having a blast of time in Summer picnic, We went for
summer camping this year on Aug 12th. Since it was a great
success last time this time people wanted to do the camping
for two days.

Last time it was only 8 families this year we had
overwhelming response of 21 families. Suja & Saravanan took
the difiicult job of organizing the camping; they went early
and set up everything. Ater delicious dinner we lit the
campfre. We were all around the campfre and played games
like "Passing the secret" and "Anthakshri". We all got up early
next day because of unexpected visitor skunk, which got into
our "Ukkirana tent". Ater heavy breakfast every body was
geared up for trekking in the nearby fume gorge. Men and
Women enjoyed all favors of out door games like Basket
Ball, Volley Ball and cricket. The two-day camping program
was full of fun, which made our neighbors envy.

ARIZONA NEWS

By M. MEYYAPPAN

The Nagarathar community in Arizona continues to grow
rapidly. We now have over 15 Nagarathar families who call
Phoenix home.

RELOCATION :

2 Belated welcome to Muthiah Palaniappan, Kalyani and
their daughter Sneha who relocated from Atlanta

2 Welcome also to Govind Subramanian, Uma, and their
daughter Amritha who relocated from Tampa.

Valliappan Annamalai and
Kothai welcomed baby boy
Vishwa Annamalai in their
new home in Gilbert, AZ on
11/6/06. Congratulations to
Valliappan also for serving as
Secretary ofthe Arizona
Tamil Sangam



Lakshmanan

Palaniappan, of
Gilbert, AZ married
Uma in another

glittering function in
Devakottai on 6/3/07

Senthil Annamalai, of
Tempe, AZ married
Mahalakshmi in a
glittering function in
Arimalam on 5/27/07

Long-time Phoenix

residents Elango

Ramanathan and

Sala celebrated

their 258" wedding

anniversary on

6/23/07. Seen

together with the

happy couple are

son Ramu (eligible

bachelor) and

daughter Preethi

Several of our youngsters celebrated their birthdays recently

= On 4/7/07 Ramu, son of Nithya and Karuppiah
Thenappan celebrated hid® dirthday in his home in
Queen Creek

2 On 5/20/07, Shruthi, daughter of Priya and Ramkumar
Nagappan celebrated het” dirthday in Tumbleweed
Park, Chandler

= On 7/7/07, Amritha, daughter of Uma and Govind
Subramanian celebrated her Birthday at the Stufington
Bear Factory

2 On 7/14/07, Sneha, daughter of Kalyanl and Muthiah

Palaniappan  celebrated her g birthday at
ChuckECheese’s
o —— E ———

2 On 8/18/07 Anju, daughter of Jayanthl and Sekar
Annamalai celebrated her" 5b|rthday in her home in
Peoria

Nine families went on a Labor Day retreat to the cool pines of
the Arizona White Mountains. The 3-day trip was great fun
and saw us hiking, picnicking, boating, playing cricket,
barbecuing, UFO-sighting, alpaca-farm visiting, and barb-
trading - albeit friendly - over several indoor and outdoor
games. We had a wonderful time and hope to repeat the
experience in the not too distant future.

While we celebrate our community and our new friends, we
miss our old fiends Meenu and Senthil Venkatachalam and
their son Arjun, who've relocated from Phoenix to Seattle.
We wish them well.

PILLAYAR NONBU 2007INVITATION

Valliappan Annamalai and Kothai have graciously offered to
host Pillayar Nonbu 2007 in their home at 1665 S
Constellation Way, Gilbert, AZ, 85296.

We welcome all interested Nagarathars to join us on Sat
12/15/07 evening. Please contact valliappan a@yahop.com
kothai al@yahoo.com 480-968-3278 or 480-274-7143 to
RSVP.
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PHILADELPHIA NEWS

BY SOUNDARAM
SOMASUNDARAM

Dr. S. Muthiah and Mrs. Theivanai Muthiah celebrated their
son Sethuraman’s wedding reception with Muthu (daughter of
Mr. Palaniappan and Mrs. Chitra Palaniappan) on Augdgt 12

at Chutney Manor in New Jersey. Friends and family rom the

U.S. and India graced the occasion and blessed the newly
weds.



NERKUPPAI LIBRARY INAUGURATION

A new library at Nerkuppai will commemorate the
contributions of eminent nagarathar scholar and travelogue
pioneer Somalay. Honorable Thangam Thennarasu,
Education Minister, inaugurated the 'Ulagam Suttriar Tamilar
Somalay Memorial Library' on August 20th and paid
encomiums to Somalay's monumental work on the various
districts of Tamil Nadu. Honorable K.R. Periakaruppan,
HR&CE Minister, presented the 'Somalay Awards' to well-
known scholars Tamilannal and Dinamani late RM.T.
Sambandam. Former Minister RM.Veerappan unveiled the
statue of Somalay and recollected his friendship with the late
scholar. Sivgangai District Collector, Director of Libraries
Vice Chancellor of Madurai University, and several
dignitaries and scholars including Mrs. Umayal Muthu spoke
at the function. Somalay's family has donated $25,000
towards the construction of the library. Somalay
Somasundaram announced that he would take efforts to work
with U.S. Tamils in helping start part-time libraries inaur
areas of Sivagangai district.

WELCOME

We would like to welcome Mr. Suresh Somasundaram and his
family to the Philadelphia area. They recently moved from
India.

PILLAYAR NONBU 2007
This year's Pillayar Nonbu will be celebrated at the resieenc

of Dr. Chellappan Ramasamy and Mrs. Valli Chellappan in
Aston, PA on December 29  For further details, you can

contact them at (484) 480-4862.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
NEWS

BY SALA CHIDAMBARAM

CONGRATULATIONS KADIR!!l — WINNER
OF SHAPIRO AWARD

Kadir Annamalai is currently
a third year student at
Princeton University.  His
Major is Electrical
Engineering, with two
certificate courses (minor),
one in Business and one in
Management.

He has received the Shapiro award for Academic Excellence.
Each year, approximately 37 students in the freshman and
sophomore classes receive the award and are presented with a
book written by a University faculty member featuring a
special bookplate to commemorate their achievement.

The students are honored during fall at a celebratory banquet
hosted by the President, with residential college masters,
Directors of Studies and Deans in attendance. The award,
established in 1998, is intended to honor and encourage
serious and successful engagement in intellectual pursuits.
Students are chosen during the summer for their work the
previous year based on careful review of their academic
records, taking into account the range, depth, and difficulty of
their academic programs. Selections are made on the
recommendation of Directors of Studies and small committees
of faculty members associated with each residential college, a
well as endorsed by the deans in the Office of the Dean
College.

HEART-HEALTH SEMINAR ORGANIZED BY
THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA NAGARATHAR
ASSOCIATION

The NCNA organized a heart-health seminar for the local
South Asian community on Saturday April 28, 2007. The
primary focus of this event was to create awareness among
South Asians that we are four times more likely to develop
heart disease compared to other ethnicities, and also to inspire
people to be mindful of all the typical diet and lifestyle issues
that are detrimental to their heart health.

The meeting was emceed

by Dr. Veerappan
Annamalai. Dr.Arun
Chockalingam from

Canada gave a very global
perspective of the issue
and stressed the
importance of healthy
lifestyles. The South
Asian Heart Center's
presenter Ashish Mathur
focused on recommending
the advanced lipid panel
test as a better indicator o f
risk factors among South
Asians



Dr. Meena Sathappan reinforced that it is critical toefost
good dietary practices early on to prevent chubbiness and keep
kids heart healthy. Dr. Chad Rammohan discussed case
studies of two of his patients. His advice was simple: Bat le
and stay off fatty Indian sweets! Following the presentations
there was a Q/A session with the panel of doctors/presenters.
The event ended with a breakout session on nutrition
counseling with a panel of nutritionists: Alamu Kannan,
Meena Murugappan and Uma.

FAMILY HIKE DAY

Following on the lines of a very successful heart-health
Seminar, NCNA organized another health awareness related
event - a family hiking day! About 50 people came for the
hike and enjoyed the hike on a pleasant day that was just apt
for hiking. The hike was on Saturday, June 16. School was
over for most kids and what a way it was to kick off the
summer! We started hiking at 10 AM and it was 3 PM when
we completed the trail. The trail was 5.5 miles long and it was
in the Rancho San Antonio County Park, Los Altos, CA.
Hiking is a very popular outdoor event among the Bay Area
Nagarathars and there are a couple of groups that hike on a
regular basis at the Mission Peak in Fremont, CA and the
Rancho San Antonio in Los Altos, CA.

QUALITY TIME SPENT BY BAY AREA
NAGARATHARS - BY SANGITA ANNAMALAI

On a bright sunny Saturday afternoon (August 11th) the
NCNA organized for Nagarathar families to come help pack
backpacks for underprivileged school kids at the Family
Giving Tree Warehouse. We were around 25 people (Parents,
Grandparents and kids aged 5 through 15). Upon entering the
building where the "magic" is created, one is dazzled by the
sheer amount of back packs there are. Each backpack is
labeled for either kindergarten, elementary school, middle
school, or high school. The job of NCNA that day was to open
the backpacks that came directly from public donations, and
make sure that all necessary items were in there. Theyvariet
of items was astounding. In a kindergarten's backpack there
would sometimes be a 64 pack crayon set with a 100 pack
colored pencil box and 6 reading books along with a lunch
box! On the other hand some would only contain a notebook
and some pencils. That day was an experience for all who
volunteered. Through our own eyes we got to see the
generosity of our peers and how many people these bags will
go to. Most people never realize that there are actually
thousands upon thousands of students for whom these
backpacks are the greatest git they could hope for. The
Family Giving Tree Warehouse is literally the North Pole
where Santa's gitts are created. For two hours we wereoable t
experience the true bliss of being Santa's workers, or elves.
Gifts were created there, but not just toys, these gits there
medium on which education succeeds. For more information
you could go to www.familygivingtree.org. We hope to see
most of our Nagarathar families during the Christmas Gift
wrapping volunteering activity! It was a great and fun event
for all. We were 25 of the 1000 volunteers and would have
packed atleast 500 of the 15,000 backpacks packed!
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ATLANTA NEWS

BY PERI NAGAPPAN

ECOME AND THANK YOU
Venkataraman Thiagarajan would like to thank
all the Nagarathar families of Atlanta, for their
support during his tenure as regional
representative and would like to extend his welcome to Peri
Nagappan as their new regional representative for the year
2007-2008. Congratulation on to your new assignment, Peri

ANNUAL PICNIC 2007 -_Our 8th annual picnic
was celebrated on July 22, 2007 at Amicalola Falls State Park
in Dawsonville, GA about 60 miles north of Atlanta, and
which was organized by Venkataraman, the then regional
representative. As usual, Sundari and Raja Meyyappan went
so early and joined with him to help prepare and clean up the
camp ground. It was a gorgeous day for the outdoor activity.
Families spent their time out there on the walking trail, lolim
up the steps to the top of the mountain while enjoying the
beauty of the nature and the falls, until Gaps Murugappan fire
up the grill (shhh..., that was a PURE vegetarian grill!!! and at
what time is that, O, yah... 2.30 p.m!ll). Achi’s food and
snacks were so delicious and Gaps Murugappan made them
tastier than ever just because he let everyone hungry for long.
Then started the fun part, the game and the music. Nachiappan
conducted the games for kids and adult in his own style.
Music and audios were nicely laid out by Somasundaram
Subbiah, which made everyone to dance involuntarily. Though
our digital media persons Muthiah and Krishnappan captured
the images through out the event, we could not able to provide
any ofthem at this time since both ofthem are out of country
now (sorry no photos!!l). We had few visitors from India
participated in the event for a great memory. Totally, it was a
fun filled outdoor event of the year for Atlanta Nagarathars
and it was well attended over 20 families.

NEW BORN - Amutha and Annamalai of Atlanta had
their second baby boy born on June 21, 2007. Mrs. and Mr.
Annamalai family is fom Valayap atti

Nandhini alias Kannathal, first baby girfl was born to
Vallimayil and Senthilnathan Sundaram of Atlanta on July 23,
2007. The proud grand parents are Sundaram Chettiar and
Kannathal Achi of Alawakottai, and Muthuraman Chettiar
(Kanagu) and Meenakshi Achi of Ulagampatti, who came all
the way from Madurai, India to bless the baby. We wish both
the new born for long life while congratulating their parents
and grand parents.

DEVOTIONAL SONGS -_Our fllow Nagarathar
Raajan Narayanan from Boston sung Thevaram and other
devotional songs during the MUTHAMIZH VIZHA
celebration organized by Greater Atlanta Tamil Sangam
(GATS) on Saturday August 4, 2007. Thevaram was

composed around 7th century in praise of Lord Siva and it was
lost until Raja Raja Cholan found the Olai Suvadi in 11th
century. Thevaram had been an important element in
Nagarathar's culture and history for long time. Traditionally
Nagarathar's had been supporting Tamil Literature and
religious charitable events. Raajan Narayanan hail from
Alawakottai and grew up in Singapore and learnt classical
music from young age. He also learnt to sing the legendary
Thevaram Bahkti Songs composed during 6 and 7th century in
praise of Lord Siva. Raajan sang on regular basis in Singapore
Temples and Radio. Ater he moved to Boston he has been
regularly singing in the New England Sri Lakshmi Temple.
Raajan is well versed in singing devotional songs on Ganesh
(Pil-lai-yar), Karthik (Murugan) and Ayyappan as well.

PLACEMENT - Anitha Nagappan has finished her
residency training in Internal Medicine. She has joined in

Piedmont Hospital group as hospitalist. Congrats Dr Anitha!
Good Luck.

PROJECT -_Aarthi Murugappan, a 1% grader fom
Augusta, GA is planning to launch an eye camp in conjunction
with Sankara Nethralaya fom Chennai and Umayal Eye
Clinic from Karaikudi in December 2007 to benefit the blind
and visually impaired. The other details of this project can be
found elsewhere in this issue. All the best, Aarthi.

MO VE-IN Selva Muthukumar and Kavitha Muthukumar

with their daughter Meenakshi have moved to Atlanta from
India (Ariyakudi). We wish them success in their new
endeavor while welcoming to Atlanta

VIS IT Chittal Narayanan of Kandaramanickam, wife of

Narayanan Velayutham (Oriental Insurance ‘NaaVanna’) and
mother of Nachu Somasundaram is visiting U.S. We wish her
a great and comfortable stay her.
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