My summer trip to India

My exciting and fun trip to India started on Jung 1
2007. I, my Apatha and my little sister flew to ladIt was
hard for us to keep my little sister since it waerg flight. |
enjoyed my flight. On reaching the Chennai airpoet were
circled by lot of relatives whom we have never rbefore.
We spent two days in Chennai and then our roadstdped;
we went to our native place Rangiem. There we went
“Karupar swami” temple. Then we left to Kandanurdor
ayyah's house to take part in the "Kodi archanaléhration
in the "Chellai amman" temple which lasted for 4% with
40 priests from Thiruparamkundram Temple. There ewer
small boys from the Thiruparamkundram gurukulamnof
age who chanted the slokas all 47 days and theydwall
sleep on the floor. | was shocked! My sister Katikny cousin
Seethalakshmi and | would go to the temple everyning
and evening. One of my new friend's name was Yauding
she would come every day to the temple and shetaisght
me how to write with kumkum on the temple wall "OMid
to draw a Trishul. It was lots fun. Then one of tenior
priests taught me slokas on Lord Ganesha and Gsddes
Saraswathi. It was nice to see 40 priests chastoigs in one
place. The best part was | learnt to tie dhoti like priests.
Every body said | was really good at it. | learhe tTamil
alphabets it was challenging and interesting. d toly lyyaha
and ayyah about it and they were very impressedevsy
one was getting ready for the pooja finale, | ang sister
were getting ready for our parents to join us. @yyah's
house at Kandanur was always busy with peopleterAhe
pooja finale in couple of days we celebrated oyalys 60th
birthday. It was so exciting to see when peoplerpdithe
“Kumbum” water on my lyyah and Ayyah and | was so
thrilled when it was my turn to pour the “Kumbum’ater. |
had lot of fun in India. It was time to pack ourgsaand get
back to New Jersey. | am looking forward to my tnf&mn
filled wonderful summer trip to Chettinad.

Our Future

The kids are our future,
Is what everyone says,
But preserving our environment,
Isn’t what they’re doing best.

Our rivers smell like sewers,
And it's causing us great strife,
We're getting blue-green algae,

It's wrecking all the wildlife.

Angry citizens want to
Act right now,
Us kids want to help,
But we don’t know how.

As the children of tomorrow
We ask you to restore our lakes
So we can dream all good thoughts,
As we lay in bed awake.
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