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Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi releases a commemorative stamp. 
Government of India pays homage to Dr. RM. 

Alagappa Chettiar.  By Alagu Vairavan 
 

 All roads lead to Anna Arivalayam in Chennai on the 6th 
April 2007 as a wide spectrum of the nation’s leaders assembled to pay 
homage to industrialist-educationist-philanthropist Dr. RM. Alagappa 
Chettiar. Presiding over the function was Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu 
Dr. M. Karunanidhi accompanied by Union Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram, Union Minister for Communications and Information 
Technology Dayanidhi Maran, State Minister for Finance Anbazhagan, 
Member of Parliament for Sivaganga district, EM Sudarsana 
Nachiappan, State Minister for Endowments Periakaruppan and State 
Member of Legislative Assembly Sundaram, With over 2000 assembled 
in the packed auditorium, the program started on schedule on cue with 
the arrival of the Chief Minister. Tamil Thai Vazhthu was sung by Dr. 
Alagappa Chettiar’s great granddaughter, San Diego based Devi 
Vairavan. In her welcome address Dr. Umayal Ramanathan, the 
daughter of Dr. Chettiar expressed her gratitude for the release the stamp 
and made a formal request to include Dr. RM .Alagappa Chettiar’s 
profile in the text books for school students.  
 
In his address, State MLA Sundaram indicated that only because of the 
formation of these institutions by Dr. Alagappa Chettiar poor people 
could get good education and enable persons to become MLAs, 
Scholars, Engineers and other achievers. He further indicated that out of 
277 universities in India, Alagappa University had been accredited as 
one among the fourteen A level Universities. He thanked Achi Dr. 
Umayal Ramanathan for continuing the philanthropic activities. 
 
Sudarshana Nachiappan, Member of Parliament for Sivaganga district, 
in his address said he himself was an alumni of Alagappa institutions 
and placed on record his gratitude to Dr. Chettiar for giving him an 
opportunity to get educated and being now in a position to represent his 
constituency in the parliament.  
 
Union Minister for Communication and Information Technology, 
Dayanidhi Maran took great pride in showing respect to Dr. Chettiar 
who he said was a prosperous businessman who achieved pinnacles 
through business diversification and could have enjoyed his life without 
any difficulty. But he opted instead to concentrate on developing 
education among the Indian youth. He said that on behalf of the 
Department of Posts with a service heritage of more than 150 years is 
happy in issuing a commemorative stamp on Dr. Alagappa Chettiar. He 
said we honor scholars, great personalities and achievers by issuing 
commemorative stamps. This stamp he said will add fame to the service 
of Dr. Alagappa Chettiar. 
 
Union Finance Minister P. Chidambaram pointed out that Dr. Alagappa 
Chettiar donated his house and all his wealth that he earned by doing 
many businesses such as owning Hotels in Bombay, Insurance 
companies in Calcutta, textile mills in Kerala and so on and laid a strong 
foundation for the development of educational institutions. It was not 
merely a school or an Arts College, he said, but he had the vision to 
impart technical oriented education for the youth. Dr.Alagappa Chettiar 
had good liaison with almost all the top-level leaders of our nation that 
he utilized not for himself but for the betterment of our community. 
Thanks to him, he said Karaikudi is not backward area.  

 
 State Finance Minister K. Anbazhagan said the commemorative stamp 
was a token of the greatness of  Vallal Alagappa Chettiar. He set an 
example at Karaikudi by utilizing his hard earned money by his 
intelligence and efforts for the cause of Education. More than half the 
history of Karaikudi will be the history of Vallal Alagappa Chettiar. He 
had involved thousands and thousands of youth in getting Education and 

involvement in scientific achievements. The Alagappa University is the 
integral cause for all these improvements and developments. I feel 
happy he said that Achi Dr. Umayal Ramanathan is also having the same 
sort of involvement, which will cause more such institutions to be 
formed under her guidance. 

 
In a touching tribute, the Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi, said that Vallal 
Alagappa’s efforts benefited the youth in large measures. The main 
reason he said for recording his great name in history is not merely that 
his quality as a donor, but because of the importance he gave to the 
cause of education. He said “This cannot be hidden by any history in 
future also. Vallal Alagappa lived only for 48 years but like great 
scholars, famous donors and well-known poets like Bharathiar, he still 
lives in the hearts of lakhs and lakhs of students he created through these 
institutions. This is the gift of Alagappa to the people of Tamil Nadu. 
His name itself refers to beauty. His beauty lies in the service he 
rendered for Education and he himself attained higher level of 
education. Education itself is a  higher level of beauty than any other 
things as explained in a classical Tamil Poetry. Alagappa is a beautiful 
personality only because he had organized, developed and encouraged 
educational activities at all levels. Hence we call him as Alagappa, 
which denotes the most beautiful person.  I personally had an 
opportunity to meet with him he said. It was near Mount Everest Hotel 
when he stepped down from a cycle rickshaw and I was in awe as I was 
introduced to him. I came to admire his simplicity, good heartedness and 
his most able personality. It is a pleasure for us to issue a 
commemorative stamp on him. We can cite Karaikudi as a beautiful 
Education Garden of India. This stamp will motivate and stand cause for 
creating more Alagappas in this world. I appreciate the efforts taken by 
his beloved daughter Dr. Umayal Ramanathan for the service rendering 
to establish the institutions and the University to speak the name and 
fame of Vallal Alagappa.” 
 
Mr. R. Vairavan, the grandson of Dr. Alagappa Chettiar expressed the 
vote of thanks to conclude this momentous function. 
 

 
 

 
 

 


